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HIV/AIDS Trust





The Context


Within the complex socio-economic milieu of South East Asia, the challenges of developing effective and multisectoral national responses to HIV/AIDS are immense. The causes and consequences of HIV epidemics in the region are closely linked and rooted in development challenges such as poverty, unemployment, gender inequality and social marginalization. Experience indicates that in order to develop effective policy and programme responses to the epidemic, a strong human development perspective needs to augment public health approaches. Since vulnerability to HIV is fueled by an atmosphere of fear, denial, stigma and discrimination, a range of issues from the social, cultural, psychological, economic, legal and ethical spheres need to be addressed.





In the specific context of Lao PDR, HIV/AIDS is a growing concern, especially since HIV is widespread in surrounding countries (Cambodia, China, Thailand, Vietnam and Myanmar). The steady increase of population mobility, tourism, urbanization and seasonal migration between countries makes Laos even more vulnerable to the epidemic. High numbers of school dropouts with limited access to vocational and higher education or meaningful employment are also important factors. The low socio-economic status of women is an additional factor that further compounds HIV vulnerability.





The Project


The HIV/AIDS Trust provides a mechanism to mobilize, coordinate and decentralize resources in order to provide strategic assistance to the implementation of National HIV/AIDS Plan. A main goal of the planning process is to strengthen partnerships between key implementing agencies, such as the various Ministries, Provincial Committees for the Control of AIDS, and mass organizations, such as Lao Women Union (LWU) and Lao Youth Union (LYU).


The project helps achieve MDG 6 “Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases”.





The objectives of the project include:


• Strengthening the role of the National Committee of the Control of AIDS (NCCA) in managing and monitoring the implementation of the National Plan on HIV/AIDS;


• Mobilizing resources for the implementation of the National HIV/AIDS Plan;


• Developing provincial strategies on HIV prevention and care;


• Mainstreaming HIV issues and promoting synergies across Ministries.





The Government and UNDP have  now  developed a new programme (hyperlink to the fact sheet of this programme) for multi-sectoral responses to HIV/AIDS in the country.











A Closing Window Of Opportunity





Official facts�
�
Site: Vientiane Municipality


Start Date: January 1998


End Date: May 2006


Executing Agency: Ministry of Public


Health (MoH)


Project ID No: 00013313


Financial facts


Donor inputs (PPUE): US $1,669,221


Government inputs: other


Total Budget: US $1,669,221








�Update On Achievements





Core National Programmes have been implemented, including: sentinel sero-surveillance, behavioural surveillance, social marketing of condoms and care and support programmes for people living with HIV/AIDS


The National HIV Programme has been institutionally strengthened and its capacity has been developed


Networks of people living with HIV/AIDS have been empowered by developing committed partnerships for influencing HIV related policies


The Lao Youth Military and Police have been trained on HIV/AIDS response























