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Enhancing the Contribution of International Law to the Strengthening of the Rule of Law in Lao PDR (Phase 2)








The Context


The UN General Assembly, during the September 2005 summit, adopted a resolution in which the need was recognized  for universal adherence to and implementation of the rule of law at both the national and international levels. (GA Res 60/1, para 134). The Government of the Lao PDR, in its policy paper on Governance issues (presented to the Roundtable in March, 2003) stated that it will strive: “to develop a coherent, credible and predictable legal framework established in a transparent and participatory manner”. Related to this goal is adherence to and implementation of relevant international legal instruments.


UNDP has been a strong partner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Since 2001, the Ministry has been implementing a project to strengthen the process of signing, ratifying, implementing and monitoring international legal instruments. Significant progress has been made. However, due attention needs to be paid to the national incorporation, implementation and enforcement as well as to monitoring and reporting on international law in the Lao PDR .





The Project





The 2001-2005 phase of this project primarily dealt with awareness raising and ratification of relevant international treaties. The current phase focuses on harmonization, implementation and reporting. The legal instruments concerned cover issues like economic cooperation, trade, transport, corruption, cultural heritage, ICC, border cooperation and various aspects of human rights law. The main components of the project comprise support for: a) substantive international law; b) advocacy for ratification and incorporation of such international law; c) enhancing implementation, enforcement  and monitoring; and d) related capacity-development.








Upholding International Obligations





Official facts�
�
Site:National level


Start Date: May 2005


End Date: December 2008


Executing Agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs


Project ID No:00045032


�
�
Financial facts�
�
Donor inputs�
�
Finland:	US$ 650,000


EU:       	US$ 390,000


UNDP:  	US$ 216,000


Government input: in kind


Total Budget: 


US$ 1,256,000





Update 


On achievements


Enhanced awareness generated among various line ministries at central and provincial level, universities, and among the National Assembly members about the significance of  international law in the national development context; 


Key workshops/seminars in 2006 include a series of first-ever national workshops on the Rights-Based Approach; Right to Education; and International Law Forum, featuring eminent persons such as the former Under Secretary-General and Legal Counsel of the UN;


4 issues of the quarterly Lao International Law Newsletter  and in-depth study on the International Criminal Court published














