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	Project Description

The programme will support the development of an enabling environment for emergence and functioning of local and international civil society organisations that work towards achieving the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs), especially  those focused on gender equality and women’s empowerment, by facilitating the development of a legal and regulatory framework, supporting the setting up of a coherent and effective government registration and monitoring structure at national, provincial and district levels. 

The programme will further enhance the knowledge of government officials and legislators in regard to the role of not-for profit associations (NPAs), foundations and international NGOs to work alongside government towards the MDGs, especially towards gender equality and women empowerment, particularly through the sharing of experiences and best practices amongst south-south countries in workshops held at national and province levels. The programme will also support awareness raising activities targeting the general public. 

The programme approach has been adopted along the lines of Vientiane Declaration on Aid Effectiveness to ensure better coordination and harmonisation of civil society initiatives in Lao PDR. The purpose is to deepen government - civil society partnership in the line of Accra Agenda for Action, in order to achieve the MDGs. 

	Duration

July 2011 – December 2014


	
	Location

Vientiane Capital



	
	Project budget

Total budget: USD $ 1,300,000
Current year budget: 300,000


	
	Project Partners

Implementing Partner: Public Administration

and Civil Service Authority
Other Partners: Ministry of Information and Culture


	Main Objectives and Activities
Capacity Development of Public Administration and Civil Service Authority (PACSA): Developing the legal framework & enabling environment for national and local civil society 
Capacity Development of the Department of International Organisations (DIO) of Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Developing  the legal framework & enabling environment for international civil society 

Developing a Knowledge & Information Platform: Developing capacities of PACSA Civil Society Division and DIO staff to have better knowledge and skills to support the enabling environment for civil society.

	Contributing donor(s)

UNDP: USD $ 400,000
Other donor $600,000


	
	Project Delivery

N/A


	
	Funding Shortfall

Funding Shortfall: $ 300,000


	
	

	Agreement signed with Government

In process


	Key Results, Reports and Publications to date

Programme document has been developed in partnership with all key stakeholders. The programme will be appraised in a Local Programme Appraisal Committee meeting on 3 June, 2011 and the programme will be launched 1 July, 2011. 


	Thematic Area

Corporate Thematic Area: Democratic Governance

UNDAF Outcome: By 2011, strengthened capacities of public and private institutions to fulfill their duties and greater

people’s participation in governance and advocacy for the promotion of human rights in conformity with the Millennium

Declaration.


	Millennium Development Goals

Goals # 1-7 – Civil Society, as affirmed through the 2008 Accra Agenda for Action, is crucial to poverty reduction efforts

Lao PDR throughout all of the MDGs. Government’s engagement with civil society will help services be more responsive to needs; and will help in reaching the poorest and most remote people.


	Contact

UNDP Programme Officer: Ms Saara Frestadius, saara.frestadius@undp.org, Tel. +856 (0)21 267660
UNDP Programme Officer: Mr Vilaykham Lasasimma, vilaykham.lasasimma@undp.org, Tel. +856 (0)21 267783
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