Enriching the Round Table Process for increased aid effectiveness and
development results

Description

The UNDP’s programme of support to the Department of International
Cooperation (DIC) within the Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI) is
to further enrich the quality and effectiveness of the Round Table Process
as a process for facilitating substantive dialogue on key development
issues relevant to Official Development Assistance (ODA), sharing valuable
knowledge and ideas for advancing development, developing common
understandings on evolving national priorities, and further enhancing
collaboration among all national and international development partners
in the implementation of the five-yearly National Socio-Economic
Development Plan (NSEDP). Integral to this will be ensuring the
mobilization and timely investment of sufficient ODA resources to
support effective implementation of the 7" NSEDP 2011-2015, especially
in the priority sectors.

Main Objectives and Activities in 2010

The programme of support will assist the Government of the Lao PDR in
implementing activities geared towards achieving its key main objectives
for 2010 as follows:

1. Building upon the momentum generated by the Round Table
Implementation Meeting in November 2009, ensuring the
implementation of recommendations and comments.

2. Ensuring the successful organization of the 2010 Round Table
Meeting, which will see the presentation of the 7" NSEDP to
Development Partners as well as seek resource mobilization
support for its implementation. As part of this process, continue
to implement the Government’'s commitment to broad
participation and consultation on key issues such as the NSEDP
through mechanisms such as the Sector Working Groups (SWGs).

3. Strengthening the Government's capacity to coordinate and
monitor the effective implementation of the revised Country
Action Plan of the Vientiane Declaration on Aid Effectiveness,
which has now integrated the Accra Agenda for Actions;

4. Strengthening the capacity of the Department of International
Cooperation within the Ministry of Planning and Investment to
facilitate and coordinate the operation of more effective Sector
Working Groups in promoting the implementation of National
Socio-Economic Development Plan (NSEDP) and the Vientiane
Declaration Country Action Plan;

5. Establishing a new web-based ODA database system to generate
development information on ODA which is more easily
accessible, accurate, transparent and predictable. This will enable
increased integration of ODA into national planning and
budgeting and facilitate improved coordination and
harmonization of activities;

6. Developing a full comprehensive capacity development
framework in order to help guide coordinated technical
assistance in the area of aid coordination and aid effectiveness;

7. Using the Round Table Process as a forum to monitor MDG
progress. In this regard, the MDG Road Map will be launched.

Lao PDR

Duration
June 2007 to December 2010

Location
Vientiane Capital

Total budget
Total budget: USD 2,584,850

UNDP: uUsD 1,500,000
Luxembourg: USD 584,850
Unfunded: USD 500,000
Partners

Implementing Partner:

e Department of International Cooperation
within Ministry of Planning and Investment
and;

e Department of International Organization
within Ministry of Foreign Affairs (for the
MDG component)

Other Partners:

e Luxembourg (Third Party Cost Sharing)

e Asian Development Bank (ADB) and
European Commission (EC) (Technical
Assistance in selected areas of Aid
Coordination and Effectiveness
complementing activities being
implemented within the RTP)

Contributing donor(s)

e Luxembourg (Third Party Cost Sharing) —
UsD 584,850

Delivery
Expenditure from the start date till end of
2009: USD 1,707,270

Funding Shortfall

The total budget will be revised to reflect
actual implementation. At the moment, 2010
Shortfall is USD 500,000 needed for the
establishment of the comprehensive ODA
database system and its sustainable plan.



Key Results, Reports and Publications to date

The Round Table Process (RTP) has strengthened the capacity of the Government to manage ODA effectively. Through
the RTP, broad consultation and participation in the development of the 7 NSEDP continued throughout 2009. This
included strong national and international discussion on key topics raised by the launch of the 2" MDG Progress Report
during the visit of the UN Secretary General to the Lao PDR in April 2009 - the first visit by a UN Secretary General to the
country in nearly 25 years.

The RTP has been recognized for its capacity to enable broad dialogue, research and resource mobilization on critical

development issues. The 2009 RTIM saw for the first time the submission of joint statements from each of the Sector

Working Groups, demonstrating the strong cooperation, trust and harmonization between Government and

Development Partners. Additionally, regular meetings of Sector Working Group Chairs and Co-Chairs were held

throughout the year, increasing coordination, harmonization and alignment of goals and plans. Key outcomes from the

2009 RTIM included:

- Broad support for the preliminary concepts for the 7" NSEDP, including strong support from Government and
Development partners for the inclusion of the MDGs and related targets among the important goals of the 7™
NSEDP.

- Recognition of significant progress made in social developments such as poverty reduction, child health, primary
education enrolment and work towards achievement the MDGs by 2015, despite the impacts of the global
economic crisis.

- Development of a common understanding of macro-economic reform and public financial management issues, as



