TERMS OF REFERENCE: NATIONAL CONSULTANT OUTREACH STRATEGY
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	TERMS OF REFERENCE 


	Location : Vientiane
	

	Languages Required : Lao, English
	

	Duration of Initial Contract : 6 months (Full time)
	

	1. Background 
The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)-United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Poverty Environment Initiative (PEI) in Lao PDR aims to contribute to poverty reduction and improved well-being of poor and vulnerable groups through mainstreaming the environment into national development processes.   

A key issue identified as being of great importance to poverty reduction and better informed environmental decision making is the economic valuation of ecosystem services. Such valuation provides policy makers with critical information that facilitates environmentally sustainable decision making.

The research component of the Poverty Environment Initiative will seek to ensure the integration of environmental issues into development and poverty reduction strategies in alignment with the Global Strategy for the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) follow-up. It is proposed that the research component will achieve this by strengthening the knowledge base and capacity at the national, regional, provincial and local levels on the links between ecosystem services - the purview of many multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) - and development. 

The research component will be led by the Ministry of Planning and Investment and will be supported by UNEP – Department of Environment Policy and Implementation (DEPI) through the UNDP Lao PDR Country Office.

The project objective will be achieved through a learning-by-doing approach whereby pilot studies using integrated assessment methodologies based on the recent MA will be undertaken in selected ecological hotspots within Lao PDR, generating knowledge and information that is directly relevant to the elaboration of the 7th National Socio Economic Development Plan and national poverty reduction processes 

The studies will focus on ecosystem services in an integrated way, emphasizing on the importance of economic valuations to inform on poverty-reduction and ecosystem degradation policies at the national, provincial and district levels. The research activities will be led by the National Economic Research Institute (NERI) of Ministry of Planning and Investment, with an active involvement of the Water Resources and Environment Administration, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, National Land Management Authority, the academic sector and civil society organisations, which all then will comprise the national network of experts. The activities will encompass  significant capacity building and also aim at strengthening institutional component, thereby ensuring the long term sustainability of activities following the completion of the research.

UNDP and NERI wishes to recruit a full-time consultant for 6 months to provide the outreach strategy and support to the implementation of the Economic Valuation Project in Lao PDR.  


	2. Duties and Responsibilities


The specific objectives of the consultancy include: 

1. Prepare a general outreach strategy targeting decision-makers and general public;

2. Prepare communication material targeting decision-makers and general public;
3. Prepare, design and disseminate flyers and posters in Lao and English
4. Prepare executive summary of final report in Lao and English;

5. Promote the use of social media for reaching out to general public (newspaper, TV, website and etc..)
6. Prepare and review the minutes of the regular meetings, workshops and reports as well as preparing the press releases in Lao and English. 
7. Project management support and overall project reporting

8. Any other tasks as assigned
3. Qualifications

Education

Post graduate qualification preferred but not essential. University degree in Environmental Education, journalism, or similar subject. 

Other Skills/ Competencies

· Strong interpersonal skills with ability to establish and maintain effective work relationships with people of different national and cultural backgrounds;

· Excellent coordination skills, with ability to work under pressure and handle multiple activities and projects concurrently, 

· Ability to work independently and to participate effectively in a team based information sharing environment; 

· Knowledge of UNEP, UNDP and the UN system, including the UN common country programming process an advantage;

· Strong communication skills with ability to express ideas clearly, both orally and in writing;

· Fluency in spoken and written English is essential 

· Full computer literacy
· Ability to travel on demand 
· Ability to translate from English to Lao and vice versa is an asset
· Lao National only.
