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UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help build a better life.
VACANCY ANOUNCEMENT 
FOR PEI SHORT-TERM NATIONAL CONSULTANT OUTREACH STRATEGY
Location:

LAO PDR, Vientiane Capital

Application Deadline:     20/01/2011
Type of Contract: 
Local Service Contract
Languages Required: 
English

Starting Date:

As soon as Possible
Duration of Contract: 
6 months (starting from Feb to July 2011)
Background

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the UNDP Poverty Environment Initiative (PEI) in Lao PDR aims to contribute to poverty reduction and improved well-being of poor and vulnerable groups through mainstreaming the environment into national development processes. A key issue identified as being of great importance to poverty reduction and better informed environmental decision making is the economic valuation of ecosystem services. Such valuation provides policy makers with critical information that facilitates environmentally sustainable decision making. The research component of the Poverty Environment Initiative together with UNEP will seek to ensure the integration of environmental issues into development and poverty reduction strategies in alignment with the Global Strategy for the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) follow-up. It is proposed that the research component will achieve this by strengthening the knowledge base and capacity at the national, regional, provincial and local levels on the links between ecosystem services. 

Duties and Responsibilities

The specific objectives of the consultancy include: 

· Prepare a general outreach strategy targeting decision-makers and general public; prepare communication material targeting decision-makers and general public; prepare, design and disseminate flyers and posters in English and Lao; prepare executive summary of final report; promote the use of social media for reaching out to general public (newspaper, TV, website and etc..) and review the minutes of the regular meetings, workshops and reports as well as preparing the press releases. 
· Project management and overall project reporting
Qualifications and Experience 
· Education: Post graduate qualification preferred but not essential. University degree in Environmental Education, journalism, or similar subject. 

· Strong interpersonal skills with ability to establish and maintain effective work relationships with people of different national and cultural backgrounds; Excellent coordination skills, with ability to work under pressure and handle multiple activities and projects concurrently, 

· Ability to work independently and to participate effectively in a team based information sharing environment; Knowledge of UNEP, UNDP and the UN system, including the UN common country programming process an advantage;
· Strong communication skills with ability to express ideas clearly, both orally and in writing; Fluency in spoken and written English is essential; Full computer literacy; ability to travel on demand  to translate from English to Lao and vice versa is an asset.

Duration of the service and duty station: 6 months (starting from Feb to July 2011), Ministry of Planning and Investment, National Economic Research Institute, Vientiane, with travel to provinces as required. 
Detailed job description available at http://www.undplao.org/vacancies.htm
Applicants are required to send electric version of: 1/Cover letter stating the interest and qualifications for the job. 2/Send a current and complete CV to: Mr. Thanongsai Soukkhamthat, tel: 02055529379; t.soukkhamthat@neri.gov.la / National Economic research institute (NERI, MPI, KM5) indicating on the email/Envelop title: “Application for Short-term NATIONAL CONSULTANT OUTREACH STRATEGY”. 
All candidates are encouraged to apply. Applicants will be contacted only if under serious consideration.

