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Terms of Reference 

for INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT
	POST TITLE: 
	International Legal Consultant on Access to Justice Survey in Lao PDR

	AGENCY/PROJECT NAME: 
	UNDP Lao / LBA Project

	COUNTRY OF ASSIGNMENT: 
	Home based with one  trip to LAO PDR


	1) GENERAL BACKGROUND



	In 2005, the Government presented a policy paper on governance indicating its intention to pursue a reform agenda of gradually improving governance through strengthening the Rule of Law. The paper highlighted the need for building efficient, effective, equitable and accessible justice and law enforcement systems. In this respect, emphasis was placed on Government’s recognition to improve access to the legal system and decision-making processes, in order to enable all citizens to be able to fully exercise their legal rights and fulfill their legal duties. 

Some primary information was available pertaining to issues confronting the legal sector and access to justice. These include a UNDP assessment of the legal sector (completed in 2003) and the draft Legal Sector Master Plan. However, the bulk of this information has been collected from official documents and reflects the perception or information provided by high ranking officials from Ministries and Departments, Non-Governmental Organizations and the UNDP. 

Thus far, no systematic and comprehensive study had been undertaken on the people’s understanding or perception of their access to justice (including an assessment of access to justice for the poor, vulnerable and disadvantaged people in remote areas including ethnic groups, women and children).  In order to redress this, the LBA started to implement a “People’s Perceptions on Access to Justice”.  

The field study took place in January and February 2010 and gathered information in 4 provinces of Laos (including Vientiane Province & Vientiane Capital, Oudomxay, Khammouane and Sekong) in relation to people’s perceptions on the justice system in Laos, including for example:

· their knowledge or understanding of the justice system;

· their interaction with the justice system; and

· their perception of the effectiveness and efficiency of the justice system.

A first draft of the final report synthesizing the data collected and presenting the findings was submitted to UNDP. 



	2) OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSIGNMENT



	Finalization of the report on Access to Justice Survey.


	3) SCOPE OF WORK



	The consultant will produce the final analysis and inputs to the A2J report with a legal and institutional perspective, and will provide sound advice and recommendations aiming at assisting the Lao government and development partners in the definition of the best strategies and actions to be implemented in the future in order to improve people’s access to justice throughout the country. 

  

	4) DURATION OF ASSIGNMENT, DUTY STATION AND EXPECTED PLACES OF TRAVEL



	Home based assignment 10 working days within a period of 3 months starting on the 11 of April 2011 and ending on the 31st of June 2011.

· The revised draft report to be presented at the final stakeholders’ workshop will be submitted no later than on the 25th of April.

· The final report will be presented within a period of 1 week following the final stakeholders’ workshop and in any case no later than the 30th of June. 

The consultant will work remotely except for the sake of his participation in the final stakeholders’ workshop. He/she will then have to travel to Vientiane where travel cost will be covered by UNDP.   


	5) FINAL PRODUCTS



	· Providing all inputs necessary to finalize the reporting on the Access to Justice Survey data collected (incorporating legal analysis and legal oriented recommendations) and/

· Producing a revised draft of the report with a wording and a presentation of findings and recommendations well tailored to the Lao context (est. 7 working days).

· Providing all necessary support to the UNDP and the Lao Bar Association as needed for the satisfying completion of the final presentation of the report to the government of the Lao PDR, including a participation in the final stakeholders’ workshop (1 working day).

· Delivery of the final report taking into consideration last stakeholders’ comments (est. 2 working days). 



	6) PROVISION OF MONITORING AND PROGRESS CONTROLS



	Monitoring and progress control will be provided by the Lao Bar Association and UNDP.

The UNDP/LBA will provide the consultant with:

· background information on the legal sector in Laos;

· briefings on the other issues in Laos; 

· contacts with other organizations that may be of assistance; 



	7) DEGREE OF EXPERTISE AND QUALIFICATIONS



	· Master degree in Development, Law, Legal Pluralism or other relevant fields of study with strong background in legal research. 

· At least 15 years of experience in the legal sector development and/or justice related issues.

· Previous involvement in surveys or formulation missions on access to justice, judicial or legal related work, including relevant experience in the region is essential.
· Experience in working with governments, institutions and international organizations.
· Fluency in spoken and written English including excelling drafting skills, particularly in being able to write documents (such as reports and the questionnaire) concisely and in simple-to-understand English that is easy to translate into another language . 
· Understanding of development issues in Lao PDR including legal, cultural and socio-economic environment is an asset.


	8) REVIEW TIME REQUIRED



	The final report will be reviewed and the quality of the consultancy evaluated by UNDP within a period of 2 weeks following the submission of the final report prior to final payment. 

	9) CONSULTANT PRESENCE REQUIRED ON DUTY STATION/UNDP PREMISES



	None                                                                                      



