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UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help build a better life.

PROCUREMENT NOTICE 
Consultancy on Macro Assessment of Public Financial System in Lao PDR
	Location:     
	LAO PDR, Vientiane   

	Application deadline:
	Wednesday 27 April, 2011

	Type of Contract: 
	SSA

	Languages Required :
	English

	Starting Date : 
	9  May 2011 

	Duration :
	10 working days


Background: 

The next UNDAF for Lao PDR will start in 2012.  Within this context, the HACT (harmonized cash transfer) participating UN Agencies in Lao PDR (i.e. UNDP, UNFPA and UNICEF) plan to undertake the second Macro Assessment of the country’s public financial management (PFM) system, to take appropriate decisions on HACT modalities, procedures and assurance activities for their programmes/projects during the next cycle of the Agencies’ respective new Country Programmes  from 2012.  A consultant is required to conduct the above-mentioned macro-assessment.

Duties and responsibilities:
To draft a 4-pages long report (excluding annexes) along with a PowerPoint presentation that synthesizes the report, and concludes with a completed table of the risk areas. The report should include the following main elements:

· Objective of the review and statement of process and participating institutions 

· Summary of findings - to address each of the issues identified in the checklist 

· Any key risks the PFM poses to the functioning of the cash transfer framework 

· Assessment of Supreme Audit Institution’s capacity to undertake required audits 

· Suggested possible entry points for capacity building and harmonization of financial management procedures (if any) 

· Bibliography of information sources used in the assessment 

·   Annex — the completed checklist

Detailed Terms of reference can be downloaded at http://www.undplao.org/vacancies 
Qualifications and experience:

· Academic qualifications at least Masters in Economics and / or international development studies

· More than five years of experiences advising on the PFM, in reviewing public financial management systems and preparing similar reports, and in collecting reports on the PFM

· Prior experience advising on the PFM

· Experience and expertise in reviewing public financial management systems and preparing similar reports

· Ability to identify and collect reports on the PFM

· Familiar with international organizations, particularly UN Agencies, their financial management policies /practices and assistance projects

· Broad understanding about governance and accountability issues

· Excellent written and oral communications skills in English 

· Knowledge of the Lao government policies and systems and Lao language is a great advantage

Requirements for submission of applications: 

a) All interested and qualified candidates should apply on-line through the UNDP website at http://www.undplao.org/vacancies or http://jobs.undp.org. The UNDP will only accept applications submitted on-line. Please ensure that before making on-line application, you have completed the UNDP Personal History Form (P11). The electronic version of the P11 can be downloaded from http://www.undplao.org/vacancies (Current Vacancies Section). The completed P11 form further should be uploaded while applying on-line;  

b) Detailed financial offer: Lump sum offer with clear cost breakdown (travel, consultancy fee and DSA).

Evaluation of Proposals:

Individual consultants will be evaluated based on the following methodology:

 Cumulative analysis
The award of the contract will be made to the individual consultant whose offer has been evaluated and determined as:

a) responsive/compliant/acceptable, and

b) Having received the highest score out of a pre-determined set of weighted technical and financial criteria specific to the solicitation. 

* Technical Criteria weight; [ 0.7]

* Financial Criteria weight; [ 0.3]

	Criteria:
	Weight 
	Max. Points Obtainable 

	1.  Technical (including below sub-criteria)
	0.7
	70

	1.1 Background and education
	25%
	17.5

	1.2 Practical previous experiences relevant to the announced TORs
	25%
	17.5

	1.3 Knowledge in public financial management system, in particular of Lao PDR
	25%
	17.5

	1.4 Required language and other technical skills
	25%
	17.5

	2.Financial
	0.3
	30

	Total points obtainable 
	1.0
	100


Note:  Any request for clarification must be sent in writing to the following e-mail: diyer.rasulov@undp.org. UNDP Lao PDR will respond in writing by standard electronic mail and will send written copies of the response, including an explanation of the query without identifying the source of inquiry, to all consultants. 

The copies of the response will be also placed on our web-site at: http://www.undplao.org/vacancies/index.php  and linked to the current Procurement Notice.

All interested candidates are encouraged to visit the above web-site for updates.

Note:  Please note that only short-listed candidates will be notified. Qualified female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply. 

For more detailed information about UNDP Lao PDR please visit our website at http://www.undplao.org 


