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Lao PDR

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 

A Short National Consultant to conduct the country case study on trade mainstreaming
	Location:     
	LAO PDR, Vientiane Capital   

	Application deadline:
	03 Nov 2010 

	Type of Contract: 
	SSA

	Languages Required :
	English

	Starting Date : 
	As soon as possible

	Duration of Contract :
	One month


Background: 

UNDP is seeking an experienced  short-term consultant to conduct  the country case study on trade mainstreaming. The objective of this assignment is to systematically gather information on how Lao PDR has approached the challenge of trade mainstreaming to shed further light on (a) polices for trade development (b) institutional processes and (c) the extent of support from external partners to achieve trade objectives. The objective is to identify elements of success in mainstreaming trade in national development strategies as well as challenges that are encountered and to distil lessons learned.
Duties and responsibilities:
· Collect background information;
· Conduct interviews with stakeholders and analyse the results;
· Write a country review (i.e case study) under the guidance of the UNDP Geneva Trade and Human Development Unit.   The report should summarize the findings of the questionnaire (to be provided) and derive recommendations and lessons learned. Recommendations should be specific and action-orientated.
Detailed Terms of Reference can be downloaded at http://www.undplao.org/vacancies/
Competencies:
· Excellent Analytical Skills     

· Excellent communication skills (written, verbal, and interpersonal) 

· Results orientation

· Ability to work in an organized and systematic manner

Qualifications and experience:

· A post-graduate degree in economics, economic development, or a related field;

· At least 7 years of experience working on trade related issues;

· Experience in conducting quantitative and qualitative economic research, particularly in the area of trade and trade policy;

· In-depth knowledge of Lao PDR 's economy and institutional framework is required.

· Experience in working with government officials is welcomed;

· Ability to interpret results and provide practical recommendations;

· Previous work experience with international organizations or donors, particularly in the area of trade, is required;

· Experience in conducting studies to assess the impact of economic policies on human development is welcomed;

· Excellent communication, particularly writing skills, in English and Lao
Requirements for submission of applications:
All interested and qualified candidates should apply on-line through the UNDP website at http://www.undplao.org/vacancies or http://jobs.undp.org. The UNDP will only accept applications submitted on-line. Please ensure that before making on-line application, you have completed the UNDP Personal History Form (P11). The electronic version of the P11 can be downloaded from http://www.undplao.org/vacancies (Current Vacancies Section). The completed P11 form further should be uploaded while applying on-line along with other requested documents;  
a) Proposal:

(i) Explaining why you are the most suitable candidate for this assignment;
(ii) Brief research outline; 

b) Detailed financial offer: Lump sum offer with clear cost breakdown 

c) P11 and personal CV including past experience in similar project and at least 3 references 

All above documents shall be submitted in one electronic file in PDF or Word format.

Note:  Please note that only short-listed candidates will be notified. Qualified female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply. 

For more detailed information about UNDP Lao PDR please visit our website at http://www.undplao.org 

United Nations Development Programme
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