

          
[image: image1.wmf] 













TERMS OF REFERENCE

A short term National Consultant to conduct the country case study on trade mainstreaming- (Re-advertised)
	Location:     
	LAO PDR, Vientiane Capital   

	Application deadline:
	24 Nov 2010 

	Type of Contract: 
	SSA

	Languages Required :
	English

	Starting Date : 
	As soon as possible

	Duration of Contract :
	One month 


I.
Background

Mainstreaming trade into national development strategies can enhance policy coherence, institutional coordination and facilitate the mobilization of resources for the implementation of trade-related priorities. This is because national development strategies represent the current choices and priorities of the nation and therefore provide the essential foundation for leveraging the contribution trade can make to the development process.

However, capacities for trade mainstreaming remain uneven across developing countries although there is broad agreement on its benefits and importance. Some progress has been reported by UNDP
, UNCTAD and the WTO/OECD.
,
II.
Objective
The objective of this assignment is to systematically gather information on how Lao PDR have approached the challenge of trade mainstreaming to shed further light on (a) polices for trade development (b) institutional processes and (c) the extent of support from external partners to achieve trade objectives. The purpose is to identify elements of success in mainstreaming trade in national development strategies as well as challenges that are encountered and to distil lessons learned. 
Accordingly, the country case studies will focus on the three dimensions of mainstreaming, namely:

•
Mainstreaming trade at the policy level
•
Mainstreaming trade at the institutional level
•
Mainstreaming in donor-partner country dialogue
Consequently, the study aims at deepening the analysis of trade mainstreaming in Lao PDR through a country review (i.e. case study), which will bring to the fore information about how Lao PDR has approached the process of trade mainstreaming, the challenges they have encountered and the results they have achieved. The case study will be used to draw a set of recommendations and lessons learnt, for broad dissemination.
II. 
Approach and methodology
The consultant will be assigned to write a country review under the guidance of the UNDP Geneva Trade and Human Development Unit.  The review is a process in which key stakeholders in government, the private sector and civil society are expected to participate actively.
The country review will be guided by a questionnaire survey to be filled through research, desk review, and semi-structured interviews with trade policy stakeholders. The consultant will collect background information, conduct interviews with stakeholders and then analyse the results. Key personnel at the various levels of the national trade governance structure as well as to those in the civil society organizations and the private sector should be consulted. Throughout the assessment, the consultant should also address horizon scan questions. These include the broader questions about the degree of trade mainstreaming in development policy, sufficiency of the existing institutional coordination mechanisms, and effectiveness of the donor-partner country dialogue. The consultant should develop a narrative report to summarize the findings of the questionnaire and derive recommendations and lessons learned. Recommendations should be specific and action-orientated.
III.
Deliverables

The expected result of this assignment is a country review on trade mainstreaming. The review is expected to provide substantive and analytical inputs for a forthcoming publication. The consultant is expected to ensure timely and high quality delivery of the following:

1) Record of interviews, group meetings and completed questionnaire
2) First draft report for review by Geneva Trade and Human Development Unit

3) Final report to take account of feedback from the review of the first draft
IV. Timetable

Indicative timetable is provided below. Actual starting date will be confirmed after the selection of the consultant. 
	Stage
	Deadline

	1. Desk survey, data collection, interviews
	24/12/2010

	2. First draft
	05/01/2011

	3. Final report
	17/01/2011


VI. Management

The consultant will report to the UNDP designated focal Point in the Country Office and the Geneva Trade and Human Development Unit. 

VII. Payment schedule

-20% after the presentation of the research outline and list of stakeholders to be interviewed.

-80% after successful completion of the assignment.
VIII. Qualifications

· A post-graduate degree in economics, economic development, or a related field;

· At least 7 years of experience working on trade related issues;

· Experience in conducting quantitative and qualitative economic research, particularly in the area of trade and trade policy;

· In-depth knowledge of Lao PDR 's economy and institutional framework is required.

· Experience in working with government officials is welcomed;

· Ability to interpret results and provide practical recommendations;

· Previous work experience with international organizations or donors, particularly in the area of trade, is required;

· Experience in conducting studies to assess the impact of economic policies on human development is welcomed;

· Excellent communication, particularly writing skills, in English and Lao.

The duty station is Vientiane, Lao PDR with possible travel within the country.
United Nations Development Programme








� � HYPERLINK "http://content.undp.org/go/cms-service/download/publication/?version=live&id=2077604" ��Aid for Trade and Human Development: A Guide To Conducting Aid For Trade Needs Assessment Exercises, UNDP 2009�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.oecd.org/document/0/0,3343,en_2649_34665_42835064_1_1_1_1,00.html" ��Aid for Trade at Glance 2009�, OECD/WTO 2009
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