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UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help build a better life.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 

Part time International Consultant on Environmental Economics 
	Location:     
	LAO PDR, Vientiane Capital   

	Application deadline:
	18 June 2010 

	Type of Contract: 
	SSA

	Languages Required :
	English

	Starting Date : 
	Late June 2010 

	Duration :
	65 days over 12 months 


Background: 

The UNEP/ UNDP Poverty Environment Initiative (PEI) in Lao PDR aims to contribute to poverty reduction and improved well-being of poor and vulnerable groups through mainstreaming poverty-environment linkages into national development processes. Informed decision making that adequately considers both poverty reduction and environmental management requires information on the economic value of ecosystem services, which is generally lacking in Lao PDR. The research component of PEI aims to address this issue by strengthening the knowledge base and capacity at the national, provincial and local levels on the links between ecosystem services and development. The National Economic Research Institute (NERI) will lead this research and carry out a series of case studies to examine the economic values of ecosystem services of different land use and development options, to enable environmentally sustainable decision-making.
Duties and responsibilities:
Key tasks of the consultancy are to:

· Act as a research mentor and key technical resource person for the overall research project

· Lead, facilitate and/or coordinate a technical meeting on project design and training workshops on valuation methodologies, in coordination with, and support of additional technical experts

· Provide technical oversight and review of project design, data collection, economic analysis and review case study reports to ensure high-quality analytical standards and rigor

· Support the development of publications and communications materials for sharing information from the research to a wider audience, including policymakers
Detailed Terms of reference can be downloaded at http://www.undplao.org/vacancies 
Competencies:

· Excellent writing skills, with peer reviewed articles or policy working papers on topic produced 

· Strong interpersonal and communication skills with ability to establish and maintain effective work relationships with people of different national and cultural backgrounds

· Excellent coordination and collaboration skills, with ability to work under pressure 
Qualifications and experience:
· Advanced University degree (MSc, MA or PhD) in Ecological/Environmental Economics, or related subject. Knowledge on macro and microeconomics, economic valuation methodologies of ecosystem services, socio-economics of sustainable development and natural resource management required. 

· At least seven years of experience in environmental economics and valuation, particularly in the areas of rural development and/ or land use required

· Working experience in Lao PDR or the broader GMS/Southeast Asia region is required

· Strong track record with producing high quality research and strong quantitative skills in econometrics, cost-benefit analyses and simulation/ scenario modeling. Knowledge of spatial economics is an advantage 

· Fluency in English is essential; Lao is preferable. Home base in Lao PDR is an advantage
Requirements for submission of applications: 
All interested and qualified candidates should apply on-line through the UNDP website at http://www.undplao.org/vacancies or http://jobs.undp.org. The UNDP will only accept applications submitted on-line. Please ensure a completed the UNDP Personal History Form (P11) before submitting the on-line application. The electronic version of the P11 can be downloaded from http://www.undplao.org/vacancies (Current Vacancies Section). Candidates should provide: a) A letter explaining why the candidate is most suitable for the work, with details of similar experience; and b) P11 and personal CV including past experience in similar projects and at least 3 references,  and expected consultancy fee (rates per day)
Note:  Please note that only short-listed candidates will be notified. Qualified female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply. For more detailed information about UNDP Lao PDR please visit our website at http://www.undplao.org 

