[image: image1.jpg]@W Z|o
=]fa

VVV““\V




Lao PDR

United Nations Development Programme
United Nations Development Programme





          





Terms of Reference
Consultancy Mission: Providing the inputs and recommendation for People’s Perspective on Access to Justice Survey in Lao PDR

	Location:     
	LAO PDR, Vientiane Capital   

	Application deadline:
	7 May 2010 

	Type of Contract: 
	SSA 

	Languages Required :
	English

	Starting Date : 
	17th  May 2010

	Duration of Initial Contract :
	A maximum of 50 working days in a 4 month period


I. Background:
In 2005, the Government presented a policy paper on governance indicating its intention to pursue a reform agenda of gradually improving governance through strengthening the Rule of Law. The paper highlighted the need for building efficient, effective, equitable and accessible justice and law enforcement systems. In this respect, emphasis was placed on Government’s recognition to improve access to the legal system and decision-making processes, in order to enable all citizens to be able to fully exercise their legal rights and fulfill their legal duties. 

Some primary information was available pertaining to issues confronting the legal sector and access to justice. These include a UNDP assessment of the legal sector (completed in 2003) and the draft Legal Sector Master Plan. However, the bulk of this information has been collected from official documents and reflects the perception or information provided by high ranking officials from Ministries and Departments, Non-Governmental Organizations and the UNDP. 
Thus far, no systematic and comprehensive study had been undertaken on the people’s understanding or perception of their access to justice (including an assessment of access to justice for the poor, vulnerable and disadvantaged people in remote areas including ethnic groups, women and children).  In order to redress this, the LBA started  to implement a “People’s Perceptions on Access to Justice” (the Survey).  

The field study  took place in January and February 2010 and gathered information in 4 provinces of Laos (including Vientiane Province & Vientiane Capital, Oudomxay, Khammouane and Sekong) in relation to people’s perceptions on the justice system in Laos, including for example:

· their knowledge or understanding of the justice system;

· their interaction with the justice system; and

· their perception of the effectiveness and efficiency of the justice system.
II. Purpose

The purpose of the consultancy is for the consultant to provide the final concrete analysis as well as advice and recommendations on the Access to Justice Survey in order to assist the Lao government to ensure the highest quality of available data and information on people’s access to justice throughout the country. 

Expected Outputs:

· Monitoring and analyzing of the Access to Justice Survey data collected (both qualitative and quantitative) by the four teams during the field survey delivered by the senior researchers.

· Providing all guidance and inputs necessary to finalize the processing  and reporting on the Access to Justice survey data collected 

· Assisting the LBA project team to analyze, assess and present the results of the Survey and consult with stakeholders on the appropriate utilization of the data. . 

· Producing a final reports, including budget estimations, outcomes and issues arising from  workshops and recommendations. 
·  Provide all other necessary support to the UNDP and the Lao Bar Association  as needed for the satisfying completion of the above mentioned outputs.  

III. Duration and date of assignments:

The consultant will perform his/her

 Mission in a maximum time of  50 working days  over a period starting on the 17th  of May 2010 and ending on the 30th of July 2010

IV. Duty Station:

Vientiane with travel to the provinces if required.


