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UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help build a better life.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 

COMMUNICATION AND MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT FOR MAF/ UNDP/ IBSA LAO PDR PROJECT DESIGN
	Location:     
	LAO PDR, Vientiane Capital   

	Application deadline:
	25 November, 2009

	Type of Contract: 
	SSA

	Languages Required :
	English

	Starting Date : 
	January 2010 

	Duration :
	One year


Background: 

A proposal submitted by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of the Government of Lao PDR, entitled “Irrigation of Nam San: Integrated Watershed Management” was approved by the Board of Directors of the India, Brazil and South Africa (IBSA) Facility for Poverty and Hunger Alleviation for funding by the IBSA Trust Fund. In order to consult stakeholders, formulate a project, draft a project document and build partnerships for implementation MAF/ UNDP and IBSA are engaging a project formulation team including a local Communication and Management Specialist to oversee the project’s design and plan for its implementation. 

The IBSA Trust Fund was created out of the IBSA Dialogue Forum in 2004. As an example of cooperation among three developing countries, the fund constitutes a pioneer and unique initiative to enhance South-South cooperation for the benefit of nations of the south. Its purpose is to identify replicable and scalable projects that can be disseminated to interested developing countries as examples of best practices in the fight against poverty and hunger. In pursuit of this objective, the IBSA Board has approved this project proposal to increase food security and enhance food production through irrigation in Lao PDR. 

A project formulation budget has been approved by the IBSA Board of Director to prepare the full-size project proposal. It is in this context that a National Communication and Management Specialist is being engaged to contribute to the project’s design.

Duties and responsibilities:
The overall purpose of the consultancy is to provide expert support to MAF and the two international specialists in the project formulation team, and contribute to the consultative process leading to the project’s design. The national Communications and Management Specialist is responsible for facilitating communications among project stakeholders and managing activities and progress towards the project’s formulation. 

S/he organizes meetings among stakeholders, provides follow-up to their concerns, drafts relevant documentation, advances the formulation through strategic planning and partnership building towards implementation of the project. 

The national consultant will be required to undertake the following tasks:

1. Coordinate and facilitate communications, and interpret/translate where necessary, among various stakeholders, including Nam San communities, the Government of Lao PDR, MAF, international specialists, the IBSA Board, and other contractors, or organizations; 

2. Organize consultations with the various stakeholders; 

3. Provide follow-up to the inquiries, concerns and interests of the various stakeholders;

4. Aid in the drafting of the project document that summarizes the conclusion of consultations with multiple stakeholders;

5. Assist the formulation of a strategy and of partnership building for implementation of the project;

6. Provide additional support as required, including backstopping, media inquiries, oversight, etc.
Specific Objectives:

· Design a sustainable project to increase food security and enhance food production through irrigation in Nam San. 

· Contribute to the project formulation team’s needs assessment, stakeholders’ consultations, design/planning and drafting.

· Build partnerships for project implementation and to foster ownership of the project by the local community.

Detailed Terms of reference can be downloaded at http://www.undplao.org/vacancies 
Competencies:

· Excellent Analytical Skills     

· Excellent communication skills (written, verbal, and interpersonal) 

· Results orientation

· Ability to work well in multi-disciplinary and multi-cultural teams.

· Ability to work in an organized and systematic manner.

Qualifications and experience:
· Masters degree in political science, international relations, sociology, communications, law, journalism, the social sciences, the humanities, environmental science or another related discipline is required, with a preference for a graduate degree. 

· At least two years working experience in communication, management, agriculture, environment or other related area.

· Experience in projects addressing food security, community mobilization, rural development, agricultural development and the like will be favored.

· Experience working with international organizations on project formulation / design is preferred.

· Ability to conduct research and analysis and strong synthesis skills

· Builds strong relationships with clients, focuses on impact and result for the client and responds positively to critical feedback; consensus-oriented

· Highly develop inter-personal, negotiation and teamwork skills, ability to work in multi-cultural environment

· Excellent in English and Lao writing and communication skills

Requirements for submission of applications: 
a) All interested and qualified candidates should apply on-line through the UNDP website at http://www.undplao.org/vacancies or http://jobs.undp.org. The UNDP will only accept applications submitted on-line. Please ensure that before making on-line application, you have completed the UNDP Personal History Form (P11). The electronic version of the P11 can be downloaded from http://www.undplao.org/vacancies (Current Vacancies Section). The completed P11 form further should be uploaded while applying on-line;  

b) Detailed financial offer: Lump sum of consultancy fee. 
Note:  Please note that only short-listed candidates will be notified. Qualified female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply. 
For more detailed information about UNDP Lao PDR please visit our website at http://www.undplao.org 


