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Terms of Reference 
	TITLE:
	Consultant/s  for Short Video/Film Making


	AGENCY/PROJECT NAME:
	UNDP, Poverty Reduction Unit

Enriching the Round Table Process for Increased Aid Effectiveness and Development Results (“Round Table Project”)


	COUNTRY OF ASSIGNMENT:
	Vientiane, Lao PDR

	START DATE:
	6th September 2010


	1) GENERAL BACKGROUND



	The Round Table Process (RTP) serves as the primary platform for aid coordination for increased effectiveness in the Lao PDR. The process has been led by the Government of Lao PDR with technical support from UNDP since 2000.  The Round Table Process includes the in-country Round Table Meeting organized every three-four years, an annual Round Table Implementation Meeting, and periodical meetings at sectoral level through Sector Working Groups (SWGs). These mechanisms facilitate meaningful dialogue on national and sectoral development priorities as well as mobilize coordinated assistance for the achievement of the country development objectives including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and graduating from Least Developed Country Status by 2020. The RTP aims to improve aid effectiveness through the Vientiane Declaration on Aid Effectiveness.

This year marks the tenth Round Table Meeting and is taking place a critical juncture where the country is finalizing its new National Socio-Economic Development Plan (Seventh NSEDP 2011-2015) which aims to achieve the MDGs by 2015 and graduate from the Least Developed Country status by 2020. The Meeting is also aimed at promoting a common understanding on the strategic development directions of the country as outlined in the Seventh NSEDP, to strengthen partnerships, exchange knowledge and innovative views, and to commit necessary support and resources from development partners to ensure the achievement of the country development goals and objectives. 
Given the significance of the 10th RTM, it is important to enhance an understanding of development partners on development opportunities in Lao PDR as well as gaps and resources required for achieving the country development objectives as outlined in the Seventh NSEDP.  Therefore, UNDP is seeking to hire a video/filmmaker to produce a short video presentation that analyzing the current development situation and the way forwards in Lao PDR.


	2) OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSIGNMENT



	The objective of the assignment is to produce a 7-minute broadcast quality film on development status in Lao PDR. The film will highlight key development initiatives and opportunities, as well as showing challenges, and constraints facing by the country, such as issue of sustainable development, natural resource management, etc. 
In the same context, the film should present linkages between improvement of people’s lives and official development assistance (ODA). Meaning, the film will showcase an effective contribution of development aid in improving the quality of life at individual, institutional and national levels.     
The film will take the form of a character led documentary. By focusing on 3 to 4 main characters the film will highlight how their lives have improved through development assistance. The viewer should engage with the characters and as a result see and feel the direct impact of development assistance on their lives. Interviews with government staff and / or UNDP / development partners will provide further information on project implementation / goals / challenges / successes. 


	3) SCOPE OF WORK



	In carrying out the assignment, the consultant will be required to work under the guidance of the UNDP Assistant Resident Representative (ARR) of the Poverty Reduction Unit. The consultant is expected to undertake the following tasks:
· Develop a storyline in close cooperation with the UNDP ARR, UN Public Information Unit, Sub-committee on Media and Public Relation for the Round Table Meeting and the Round Table Project Team in Department of International Cooperation, Ministry of Planning and Investment;  and
· Film more than one donor funded infrastructure project in order to produce a short video on development progress in Lao PDR focusing on infrastructure and regional development initiatives, and impacts of the development assistance to the lives of the people of the Lao PDR.
· Draft questions for main characters and government / UNDP / partners interviewees 

· Write a script pre-filming and revise post-filming 
· Produce a film with broadcast quality pictures and sound, using a DV cam 16:9 format. All filming equipment will be cleared by UN Public Information Unit prior to actual filming.  
· Edit 7-minute film (with voiceover, if required)


	4) DURATION OF ASSIGNMENT, DUTY STATION AND EXPECTED PLACES OF TRAVEL



	The consultant would work intensively in country for a period of up to 25 working days over 35 calendar days. The assignment commences on the date the consultant arrives in country following or upon the issuance contract. The assignment should be complete no later than October 8th, 2010. 
The duty station is Vientiane, with possible travel to provinces (TBC).


	5) FINAL PRODUCTS



	The consultant will submit a USB Key or DVD which contains the final 7 minute broadcast quality film, with an archive of all tapes, data, records of interviews and scripts obtained during the assignment to UNDP no later than 8th October 2010.
For details of key deliverables and schedule, please refer to attachment.


	6) PROVISION OF MONITORING AND PROGRESS CONTROLS



	The consultant will work intensively in country for a period of up to 25 working days under technical supervision from the UN Public Information Unit, and reporting directly to the UNDP Assistant Resident Representative/Head of the Poverty Reduction Unit, UNDP Lao PDR.


	7) DEGREE OF EXPERTISE AND QUALIFICATIONS



	Required Skills and Experience

Education:

· A  Degree in Art or Journalism, with specialization in media, film and TV production.
Experience:

· Minimum five years of professional experience in video production and public information;

· Extensive experience in filming documentary, video, advocacy campaign related to development and poverty issues;
· Prior experience with UNDP/UN agencies or international organizations, particularly in developing countries  in South East Asia is an asset;
· Fluency in English language;

· Ability to understand and speak Lao language is an asset; 
· Strong written and verbal communication skills; and

· Excellent computer skills especially editing and media applications.

Shortlisted candidates will be required to submit two samples of work (these must be relevant to the character led documentary style) 


	8) REVIEW TIME REQUIRED



	N/A


	9) CONSULTANT PRESENCE REQUIRED ON DUTY STATION/UNDP PREMISES


	( NONE                         ( PARTIAL                    ( INTERMITTENT                  ( FULL-TIME                                                               




