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ANNEX 1

New Targets and Indicators Included in the MDG Report 2008

MDG 1:	 Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

			   New Indicators

			   - Prevalence of stunting in children under age 5 years 
			   - Proportion of people below the food poverty line

			   New Target:	

			   Achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all, including women and young 	
			   people

			   Indicators

			   - Growth rate of GDP per person employed
			   - Employment-to-population ratio
			   - Proportion of employed people living below US$1 (PPP) per day - dropped
			   - Proportion of own account and contributing family workers in total employment 

MDG 5:	 Improve maternal health

New Target:

Achieve, by 2015, universal access to reproductive health

Indicators

- Age-specific fertility rate
- Antenatal care coverage (at least one visit, and at least four visits)
- Unmet need for family planning

MDG 6:	 Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

New Target:	

Achieve, by 2010, universal access to treatment for HIV/AIDS for all who need it

Indicator

- Proportion of population with advanced HIV infection with access to antiretroviral drugs 
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MDG 7:	 Ensure environmental sustainability

New Target:	

Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving a significant reduction in the rate of loss by 2010

Indicators

- Proportion of terrestrial and marine areas protected
- Proportion of species threatened with extinction 
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ANNEX 2

Data challenges in preparing the MDG Report 2008

The team preparing the MDG Report 2008 closely examined existing data, as well as data sources used 
in the first MDG Report 2004, for inconsistencies and filling data gaps, wherever necessary and possible. 
A number of data-related challenges were identified that needed to be addressed at the outset: 

1. Get the baselines right. The MDGs set the benchmarks for monitoring progress from 1990, yet it is 
well-recognised that the country’s statistical capacity in 1990 was weak. At that time, there existed few 
household surveys, and the 1985 Population Census was the only large source of statistical data. The 
first LECS was conducted in 1992-93, the first MICS in 1997. 

Consequently, the 1990 baseline numbers for many targets are extrapolations of data collected later. 
Extrapolations rely upon assumptions, and it is important to first assess the reliability of the 1990 figures 
since the baseline figures were used to set the 2015 targets.  

2. Check for consistency and comparability across different data sources. The first MDG Report used 
many different data sources to put together the baseline figures, as well as figures for subsequent years 
to assess progress. These are not always comparable, and the lack of comparability across data sources 
can distort progress.

3. Check whether the target figures have been calculated correctly. Data for indicators pertaining 
to water and sanitation used in the MDGR 2004 reflect all the three challenges. The 1990 baseline 
figures were arrived at by extrapolating data from 2003; provincial data from 2001-02, which may not 
be comparable to the baseline figure, have been used to obtain the “most recent status;” and even 
assuming the baseline figure to be reliable, calculation of the 2015 targets are incorrect.

As a result of the preliminary data analysis, the baseline and target figures for some indicators were 
revised. In some cases, this required setting 1995 as the baseline year, when the first LECS data was 
available, and accordingly revising the targets on a pro rata basis. 
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