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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

UN Volunteers add Colours to Volunteerism

Vientiane, 12 June 2006 – “I am really happy and I want to paint again next week” said Noi, 9 year-old artist attending the “Colors of Hope” art workshop that was organized by volunteer artists from the M.A.S.K Group at the Wat Phosay Sunday school with the financial support from the United Nations Volunteers. 

The Wat Phosay Sunday school is a volunteer-run school and staffed by 12 volunteer teachers that teach almost 80 children. At the “Colors of Hope” art workshop, four Lao artist-volunteers introduced children to painting and drawing. “Having the opportunity to paint and also be taught by artists is very memorable for these children” said Avi Sarkar, a volunteer English teacher. Each child painted one or more paintings and at the end of the workshop a wealth of paintings was collected by the teachers. “Artworks are symbols of energy and achievement and this fosters pride in children” added Mr Thavisouk, another volunteer-artist. “Participating in the arts helps children develop creativity and imagination. It also helps them to become more confident,” said Kongpath Luangrath, also an artist-volunteer and initiator of the “Colors of Hope” workshop.

United Nations Volunteers (UNV) provides art equipment to the school to help teachers and students continue their painting sessions. “Local artist-volunteer donate their knowledge for the benefit of children. UNV fully supports such types of creative voluntary initiatives,” said Ms Sarah Gleave, head of UNV in Laos.  Due to this intiative, the Wat Phosay Sunday school’s library will be radiant with colourful and vibrant art work.

The United Nations Volunteers programme, operating in Lao PDR since 1973, continues to expand to help meet the country’s development needs.  Today, UNV Lao PDR, supported by UNDP, is a flexible and diverse agency that provides technical assistance and programming expertise in a wide range of sectors.

For more information contact Ms Sarah Gleave, UNV Programme Manager
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