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Sending emails in Lao will soon be possible due to a project supported by UNDP and STEA

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Science, Technology and Environment Agency (STEA) have developed new software called Salika to help people communicate via email in Lao. The project has also developed the Xangdao programme -- a Lao language software programme -- to help people work on Word, Excel spread sheet, Powerpoint, calculation, Database, and drawing. These  software programmes were created to assist people lacking English language skills and a limited number of copies will be made freely available .

At the review meeting of the UNDP ICT project, UNDP’s Assistant Resident Representative, Mr. Jamshed Kazi said that the project serves to narrow the digital divide and will play an important part in supporting Lao PDR to meet its obligations towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals by making available the benefits of new technologies to facilitate  enhanced economic activity, trade and reduce poverty.

The development of Lao software comes at the appropriate time as the National ICT Policy, called e-policy, was formally approved by the Prime Minister’s Office in November 2005. Though the e-policy was drafted prior to the formulation of this ICT Project it contains key policies for the integration of ICT into national goals as well as for the promotion of ICT sector.   The project has recently completed an ICT Master Plan to be submitted shortly to the Government of Lao PDR.  This ICT Plan will run from 2006 to 2010, and it covers human resource development, infrastructure, revision and creation of suitable regulations and laws, development of local software and content based on open software and adopted standards, bridging of the digital divide, e-government, and business and enterprise.



For more information: please contact Ms. Yasmin Forbes or Ms. Soukphaphone Thongsavanh at the Public Information Office

+ (856 21) 213390-5 ext. 187 or 210, yasmin.forbes@undp.org , soukphaphone.thongsavanh@undp.org
Notes for editors: 

UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range of partners.
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