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LUANG PRABANG DISTRICTS WORK TOGETHER TO REDUCE POVERTY IN THE PROVINCE
 

Mr. Khamdua Yiakuanoheuvang, Vice-Governor of Luang Prabang province, chaired on Friday the opening of an inception workshop involving district chiefs and coordinators from five districts of the province, in a joint effort to inform about the Government’s strategy to alleviate poverty and stimulate economic growth through better governance in the region.

 

The seminar took place in the Office of the Governor of Luang Prabang province as part of the inception activities that the Governance and Public Administration Reform Project Luang Prabang Phase II (GPARLP II) to raise awareness on good governance practices.

 

“We gave an overview on the major outputs of the project and briefed all the participants on the coming initiatives to support the provincial administration achieving good governance practices,” Mr. Bounthanh Sisouphanh, GPARLP II Project Manager, explained highlighting the good response of district representatives in a high-energy atmosphere.

 

GPARLP II is four-year governmental initiative (2006-2009) aiming at promoting decentralized participatory governance and service delivery reforms to help the Government’s strategic goal of taking the country out of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) by 2020. The project is supported by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

 

Under a participatory style, the workshop provided an opportunity for people to meet, exchange ideas and for district officers to understand the decentralization process under a new Rights Based Approach (RBA) to public service delivery.

 

In addition to the three representatives coming from each of the five districts [Luang Prabang, Ngoi, Pak Ou, Pak Xeng and Phone Xay], some fieldworkers, recently deployed to Luang Prabang and Ngoi districts, also shared their views during the workshop.

 

As part of the inception phase and with the objective of assisting implementing good governance initiatives at district level, a group of seven National United Nations Volunteers (NUNVs) were deployed during the first week of June.

 

The seven fieldworkers represent a linkage between the project and districts acting as focal points to collect vital information that will help to implement crucial activities to fight against poverty at district level. 

 

Earlier this month, Mr. Sayyasack Keo Panh Ya, Deputy Chief of the Luang Prabang district, welcomed the assistance given with three of the seven fieldworkers. He noted how useful their deployment will be to implement activities in line with good governance practices, in the only district in Lao PDR that has the immediate challenge of becoming a municipality together with Vientiane.

 

“This is not one of the poorest districts in the region. However, we have very limited staff to carry out our activities,” Mr. Sayyasack said during the hand over ceremony held the 7th of June and added a dire need for finance planning and channels of communications to make information flows.

 

A day after, a project delegation led by Mr. Sisouphanh picked up the remaining four fieldworkers to start a two and a half hours trip to Ngoi district, some 150 km northwest of Luang Prabang, capital of the northern province.

 

The last passenger to get into the minibus was Mr. Singkham Chanthavong, a father of three in his forties. With full spirit of voluntarism, he left his family behind believing that his work could also have an impact in his family’s welfare. 

 

Ms. Southida Moungkhounsavat, a 22 year-old graduated in finance, is the youngest volunteer in the group of four. Even though this is her first experience as a fieldworker, she expressed her enthusiasm to have such an enriching opportunity for herself and for the members of the community where she will be serving. 

 

The Deputy Governor of Ngoi district, Mr. Bounson Khounmany, welcomed the fieldworkers and highlighted how beneficial they will be to improve their capacity in planning.

 

Under the guidance of the GPARLP II advisor’s team, the fieldworkers will build capacity at community level to achieve the six outputs of the project and bring them in a participatory way, making special focus on outputs one and two – “Strengthened decentralized administration and expenditure management of pro-poor services” and “Public service delivery reforms in health and education sectors,” respectively.

 

In order to provide them with the necessary tools to progressively build links with the communities, Ms. Nisha Sharma, an International UNV Participatory Planning Specialist, trained them from 28 April to 15 May on participatory approach for planning and poverty alleviation techniques. 

 

Luang Prabang and Ngoi districts are two of the five districts were the project will be operating along with the provincial government. In Pak Ou, Pak Xeng and Phone Xay districts operations will start once the ongoing GPAR UNV project is over, approximately by next August. 

For more information: please contact Ms. Yasmin Forbes or Ms. Soukphaphone Thongsavanh at the Public Information Office 

+ (856 21) 213390-5 ext. 187 or 210, yasmin.forbes@undp.org , soukphaphone.thongsavanh@undp.org
Notes for editors: 

UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range of partners.
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