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Finn Reske-Nielsen leaves lao pdr to take up new post as the UN Humanitarian and Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in timor-leste

In recognition of the important contribution of development to the Lao PDR, the Government presented UN’s top official in Lao PDR, Mr Finn Reske-Nielsen, with Medal of Friendship on Sat, 12 August at a high level ceremony attended by dignitaries from the Government and the international community.

Mr. Reske-Nielsen served as the UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Lao PDR for almost four years. Arriving in country on the 22 August 2002, he worked tirelessly with the Government of Lao PDR and UN partners to ensure that the country achieves the Millennium Development Goals and targets by 2015 and also to ultimately graduate from the Least Developed Country Status by 2020.

Now the UN Secretary General, Mr. Kofi Annan, has appointed Mr. Finn Reske-Nielsen as the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Timor-Leste. In this new position, he will coordinate the activities of all UN humanitarian agencies in Timor-Leste and will work closely with all non-governmental organizations and governmental agencies involved in delivering assistance to the 70,000 people living in make-shift camps in the capital city of Dili and a further 60,000 people displaced throughout the country.

Mr. Reske-Nielsen holds a post-graduate degree in Political Science and Public Administration from the University of Aarhus, Denmark. Fluent in English in addition to his native Danish, Mr. Reske-Nielsen also possesses working proficiency in German, French, Swedish and Norwegian. He is married and has two children. 

For more information: please contact Ms. Yasmin Padamsee Forbes or Ms. Soukphaphone Thongsavanh  at UNDP  Public Information Office  + (856 21) 213390-5 ext. 187 or 210, yasmin.forbes@undp.org , soukphaphone.thongsavanh@undp.org
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