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LAO Delegation ready for COP 15 Negotiations in
Copenhagen

From 19 to 20 November 2009 the climate change office of Department of Environment,
WREA, with support from UNDP/UNEP and the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) and with technical assistance from SNV Netherlands Development
Organisation and SUFORD (World Bank), has conducted a Special Briefing Meeting of
the Lao delegation for COP15; the upcoming UN Climate Change Negotiations in
Copenhagen in December 2009.

The aim of the meeting was to assist the Lao delegation from WREA, MAF, MOFA and
development partners, which will be led by The Deputy Prime Minister Mr Asang Laoly,
in developing negotiating positions and skills, to provide them with necessary
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information sessions on climate change and UNFCCC negotiations in order to have
impact on COP15 negotiations. Very skilled and experienced international resource
persons focused on specific technical topics that are most relevant to Lao PDR such as
Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+), Adaptation,
Financing, Technology transfer, the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) and
Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs). The meeting also gave the Lao
delegation an opportunity to coordinate and align their activities and to agree on which
important events they should participate in at COP 15 in Copenhagen, Denmark in
December this year.

H.E. Mme. Khempheng Pholsena, Minister to the Prime Minister's office and Head of
WREA, Lao PDR , stated at the opening of the meeting that Climate change is an
important and pressing issue for the GOL and stressed that the GOL is determined to
participate and join force with other counties to combat climate change and implement
various initiatives. She noted that climate change challenges will be addressed within
the framework of the 7" National Social Economic Development Plan. She added that
forest coverage target is to reach 65% by 2015 and 70% by 2020.

The COP 15 on climate change will take place in Copenhagen, Denmark, between
December 7 and December 18, 2009. The conference includes the 15" Conference of
the Parties (COP15 ) to the United Nations Framework Convention on climate change
and the 5™ Meeting of the parties ( COP/MOP 5) to the Kyoto Protocol. Success in
Copenhagen is essential and can facilitate a fundamental transformation of the global
economy, strengthening climate resilient development, and, assisting the world’s
poorest and most vulnerable countries to adapt to the impacts of climate change.

The two day briefing meeting in Thalat, Vientiane Province has assisted the Lao
delegation to have a better prepared and aligned delegation to COP 15. The delegation
will, therefore, be able to effectively communicate and negotiate the Lao positions and
actively join with climate change allies at COP 15 this year.

For more information please contact:

Janet Pontin, UNDP Public Information Unit Tel: (021) 267 777 ext: 715, Email: janet.pontin@undp.org

Vichit Sayavongkhamdy, UNDP Environment Unit. Tel: (021) 267719.

Email: vichit.sayavongkhamdy@undp.org

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge,
experience and resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with
them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity,
they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range of partners.

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

UNEP provides leadership and encourages partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and
enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations.
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